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GOV. EASLEY NAMES SMITH TO CHAIR ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
COMMISSION 

Moreau Steps Down After 16 Years As Commission Chairman 
 

RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley announced today he has named Raleigh lawyer Stephen T. Smith to 
lead the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission.  He replaces David Moreau of 
Chapel Hill, who is stepping down after leading the commission for 16 years.  Moreau will continue to 
serve as a member of the commission. 
 
“Stephen Smith’s experience on the commission and his sound judgment makes him most suited to the 
job,” Easley said.  “I also want to thank David Moreau for his outstanding and dedicated leadership.  
As our state has grown and competing pressures on the environment have increased, he has led the 
commission with wisdom and grace.  He has handled even the most difficult regulatory issues in an 
evenhanded and thoughtful manner.” 
 
Smith, who has served on the commission since 2005, is a lawyer with McMillan, Smith & Plyler.  He 
has been serving as chairman of the commission’s Renewable Energy Committee.  He has served as 
president of the Wake County Bar Assocation and 10th Judicial district Bar.  Smith was a member of 
the N.C. State Bar Disciplinary Hearing Commission from 1990 to 1996.  He served as a sergeant in 
the U.S. Army from 1969 to 1971.  He received his Bachelor’s degree in political science from East 
Carolina University and his law degree from the UNC School of Law.  His current term on the 
commission expires in June 2011. 
 
Moreau is a professor in the Department of City and Regional Planning and former director of the 
Water Resources Research Institute at UNC at Chapel Hill.  He is a member of the American Water 
Works Association, the American Water Resources Association and the East Chapel Hill Rotary.  He 
received his Bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Mississippi State University, his Master’s 
degree in civil engineering from N.C. State University and his Doctorate in environmental science and 
engineering from Harvard University.  His current term on the commission expires June 2011. 
 
The board grants permits regarding controlling sources of air and water pollution, issues special orders 
to persons responsible for causing pollution, conducts investigations of any killing of fish or wildlife, 
consults with those who construct, install or acquire an air or water pollution source and encourages 
local governments to handle air pollution problems. There are 19 members on the board, each serving a 
six-year term. The governor appoints 13 members. 
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